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I must admit here, in all humility, the metamorphosis
which love wrought in me here m London at the age of
thirty-eight. I consider this as the end of the first act of my
life. The curtain fell on the second act when I left Venice*
in 1785, twenty years later. The third and last act will
probably be played out here, where I am amusing myself
with writing these Memoirs. My comedy will then be
finished. If it is hissed, I shall not hear, a satisfaction not
accorded to all authors; but the reader has not yet come to
the last scene of the first act, which is, in my opinion, ex-
ceedingly interesting.
In Green Park I met Goudar, who told me he had seen
Miss Charpillon, but that she had refused to allow the con-
versation to be turned in my direction. We dined together,
and then went to the house of the well-known Mrs. Walls,
where we saw Kitty Fisher, waiting for the Duke of	•
to take her to a ball. This Phryne was magnificently
dressed, and it is no exaggeration to say she was at that
moment wearing twenty thousand pounds' worth of
diamonds. Goudar said if I liked to profit by the opportun-
ity, it would not cost me more than ten guineas. I was not
tempted, for though she was very charming, she only spoke
English, and I liked to gratify all my senses at once. Mrs.
Walls told us that one day this Kitty swallowed a thousand"
pound bank-note on a slice of bread-and-butter. The note
had just been given her by Atkins, brother of the beautiful
Mrs. Pitt. I do not know whether the bank expressed it?
gratitude for this present.
I passed an hour with a pretty Irish girl, Nelly, who spoke
a little French, and who, wound up by champagne, said and
did a thousand amusing things; but the image of Mis?
Charpillon pursued me and made everything seem insipid.
Reason told me I must put the creature out of my head, but
something, which I wrongly supposed to be a sense of
honour, determined me not to give up till at least I had
forced her to return the notes of hand.
As luck would have it, Malingan invited me to dinner.

